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Pantoland
By arrangement with Stage Right Creative Ltd

Written by Alan P Frayn

FREE SOUVENIR PROGRAMME

13 - 16th and 20 - 22nd Jan 2022
Cordes Hall, High Street, Sunninghill SL5 9NE
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Adventure In

A message from our President
AT LAST….We are all together again……
Hello Ladies & Gentleman, Boys & Girls,
I hope you have all kept safe and well at this awful time!!!
But hopefully we shall be into happier times soon and
there’s no better way to start, than coming to the Quince
Players’ Pantoland.
You have a wonderful cast under the direction of Sarah
Matthews, and as usual a brilliant crew, too. You are in for
lots of fun and laughter, which of course we all need at
the moment.
Thank you for all your much-needed support as ever.
Sit back, relax, and ENJOY THE SHOW.
Lin Blakley, President, Quince Players

Important Information
Show Interval

There will be an interval of 20 minutes when drinks and ice creams will be available. Interval
drinks can be ordered in the bar before the show. Please wait to be directed to and from
the bar by the Front of House team.

Safety Notice

Please take a moment to look around and note the location of the EXITS which may be
needed in case of an emergency. Please turn off all mobile phones.

Copyright Notice
For reasons of copyright, licence and child protection, we respectfully remind the
audience that the use of cameras, audio and video recording equipment (including mobile
‘phones) is strictly prohibited. Failure to comply will result in you being asked to leave the
auditorium. Thank you for your co-operation.

Covid-19 Notice
We respectfully request that you wear a face mask in and around the hall, unless exempt.
Where possible, please social distance from other audience members.
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Welcome from the Production Team
The idea for this joint Matthews and
Underwood family production began on a
New Year’s holiday to Cromer, Norfolk in
2018. As many of us were variously involved
in the then upcoming production of Hansel
and Gretel, we chatted one evening about
how much fun it would be to all work
together as a production team.
We began our search for the perfect pantomime, finding Alan Frayn’s witty Adventure in
Pantoland before we left our holiday cottage to come home!
We all liked the idea of travelling through several different pantomime stories, although
we recognised that this might give us some challenges in terms of set changes. Thus, the
concept of the book was born – turning the pages seemed much easier than dropping lots
of backdrops. We were eager to create the idea of stepping through the pages of a fairytale book and the more portable pages meant Julie was able to create her masterpieces
remotely in France – a win-win for us!
The arrival of the pandemic put our dreams on hold for a year as theatres went dark for
extended periods. In a strange way, this has made the experience of getting together
again this year, to make theatre, music and dance even more special than usual. It has
been a real pleasure, not only to work with our amazingly talented cast, but to feel that it
has been such a terrific team effort. It has been a delight to share the thrill and excitement
felt by everyone involved to be back on the stage, providing us all with some much
needed moments of magical escapism.
We hope that you enjoy the show as much as we have enjoyed putting it together ‘….our
true intent is all for your delight’.

Synopsis
A pantomime tale a little out of the ordinary. Our story starts in the magical Land
of Make Believe, the home of all Pantomime characters when they’re not busy
performing on stage. Up to her usual mischief, Poison Ivy, the wicked witch, tricks our
Pantomime friends into losing their memories and forgetting who they are meant to
be. Fortunately, the good fairy Honeysuckle is on hand to sprinkle a little magic and
help to protect them as they encounter Poison Ivy and her hapless side-kick Wizbad,
in their quest to find out where they belong. With all the usual pantomime tomfoolery,
humour and plenty of singing and dancing along the way, you can expect to meet a
familiar dame, a fool, a hero and princess or two, in this enchanting adventure to find
the perfect happy ending!
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The Little Flower Pot

Beautiful Flowers for all occasions
9 High Street
Sunninghill, Ascot
Berkshire SL5 9NQ
T: 01344 624012
www.littleflowerpot.com
the little flowerpot    
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Our Chosen Charity
Martha’s Magic Steps
My name is Martha and I am 15 years old. I have a rare chromosome
disorder called microdeletion 16p13.11. It is so rare that only around
50 people worldwide have so far been diagnosed with the condition.
The condition varies from person to person, but for me it means I am
unable to roll, crawl, stand or walk. I have very poor fine motor skills,
I have a mild hearing loss and also wear glasses. I have epilepsy and
severe learning difficulties and I can’t talk yet.
I need an adult to help me with everything I do.
Mummy and Daddy are always looking for therapies and equipment
that will help me to be as independent as possible. Unfortunately, these cost lots of money which is why we
are all very grateful to the Quince Players for choosing to donate to Martha’s Magic Steps – a fund held at
the Tree of Hope in my name.
Over the last year, your donations have helped fund a power chair which has made my life so much more
comfortable. I continue to use my powered walking exercise machine (Innowalk) for up to forty minutes
every day, continuing to build up my strength and stamina.
I am also continuing to develop my eye gaze computer skills that help me to communicate with everyone
around me, just by using my eyes. My scoliosis has got significantly worse over the last year and I may need
more treatment for this in the next 12 months.
I also have only partially controlled epilepsy and this is currently having a big impact on my day to day life.
My seizures happen many times a day and they are usually triggered by sudden noises. When a number of
these happen close together it makes my head hurt and I need to rest before I’m back to normal.
Despite all of these challenges I usually have a big smile on my face
and enjoy listening to music and exploring books. I love listening to
my Mummy and sister Orla play the piano for me and I have really
enjoyed watching Orla practice the panto dances at home. I love Ed
Sheeran songs and I dance along to his music whenever I get the
chance.
Thank you so much for all the support you give me, it really does
make a big difference. If you would like to, you can make a donation
online at www.justgiving.com/marthasmagicsteps
Thank you for your support. Martha x
.

5

Cast - The Awesome Foursome

Principal Girl
Amelie Barker

Principal Boy
Tom Underwood

This is Amelie’s tenth Quince Players pantomime
in a row, having started out at the young age of
five. She is thrilled for her first major role and
is very happy to be part of the panto family for
another year. This year’s pantomime is a dream
come true for Amelie, as she gets to play five
different principle girls at once. Having started
out as a fairy helper in Cinderella in 2010,
Amelie feels honoured that she now gets to
be Cinderella herself. She hopes you enjoy the
show as much as she enjoys being part of it.

Tom has been performing with the Quince
Players since he was murdered as a 10 year old
in Macbeth. Tom has fared better since, in more
light-hearted roles as Chorus Member #4 in
Snow Queen, Danny in Snow White and the lead
in Robin Hood. Tom is excited to be back with
the QPs, and tackling another 5 roles all at once.

Worst thing you have ever forgotten? My
toothbrush on an overnight school trip to
Stratford.
Favourite book growing up? Sky Song by Abi
Elphinstone; A much-loved adventure story that
I read over and over again.
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Away from Pantoland, he can also be found on
stage with Quire Voices in the Windsor area,
Rodolfus in London and the National Youth
Choir.
Worst thing you have ever forgotten? The music
I needed for my first audition with the National
Youth Choir, 200 miles from home in Norfolk. I
still managed to scrape my way in though!
Favourite book growing up? Percy Jackson and
the Lightning Thief, because it’s very funny and I
loved all the myths that it drew the stories from.

Dame
Dave Barker

Fool
Steve Smith

This is David’s third pantomime with the Quince
Players. He’s been the boo-hiss baddie (Hansel
& Gretel), the King (Sleeping Beauty) and now
this is his first attempt at being the dame. It’s
going to be quite a learning curve, learning
to deal with all those curves! One of his first
memories of being on stage was wearing tights
as a Yeoman of the Guard, so it looks like he’s
gone full circle. He would like to apologise
up front for any off-key singing and would like
you to note that any dancing mis-steps are
completely intentional.

Steve is really excited to be back on stage with
the Quince Players. Since joining the society
in 2011 he has appeared in many pantomimes,
starting with Cinderella, then on to Wind in the
Willows, Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs,
Jack and the Beanstalk and Little Tommy Tucker.
This year’s panto is a bit different with five great
stories in one.

Worst thing you have ever forgotten? Not
turning up to one of my university exams
because I thought it was an afternoon paper. (I
was found in the library and sprinted off to the
exam hall just in time to avoid a re-sit.)
Favourite book growing up? The Hitchhikers
Guide to the Galaxy; wonderfully imaginative
and very, very funny.

He has also enjoyed varied roles in other
productions with the QP’s and other local
groups, including The Accused, Abigail’s Party
and The 39 Steps. Steve has also been the
murder victim in two Agatha Christie plays, The
Hollow and Black Coffee.
The worst thing you have ever forgotten? My
wedding anniversary, to the extent that I tried to
convince my wife she was wrong!
Favourite book growing up? ‘Not now Bernard’
by David McKee, while my kids were growing
up (it’s too long ago to remember my childhood
favourites!)
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Cast - The Enchanted Ensemble

Poison Ivy
Ellie Cornes

Wizbad
Fiona Barker

Ellie is 17 and when not in costume, you may
recognise her by her blue hair! Whilst this is
her first pantomime with the Quince Players,
she is no stranger to the stage, having trained
with the British Theatre Academy. Shows have
included Aladdin and Wizard of Oz and she
was lucky enough to perform in their West End
production of the Secret Garden. She has since
started training with Stagecoach, and is thrilled
to be returning to the West End for Stagecoach
Live. Ellie is so excited to join the Quince
Players. She’s had such fun becoming a part of
the welcoming family and working under such a
talented director.

Fiona loves the QP panto (oh yes she does!) and
has previously been funny, variously evil and the
back of the cow but not all at once. This year
she is returning to her comfort zone of evilness
(mwah-ha-ha) and general incompetence (doh!)
playing Poison Ivy’s gofer and wannabe wizard,
Wizbad.

What is the worst thing you have ever forgotten?
The worst thing I’ve ever forgotten is my
passport to my school trip to France!
What was your favourite book growing up?
The Harry Potter books.
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What is the worst thing you’ve ever forgotten?
I forgot to go to work once and I’m truly terrible
with birthdays.
What was your favourite book growing up?
I loved the Church Mice books by Graham
Oakley; so much fabulous detail in the
illustrations and gentle humour in the text.

Herald, Mirror, Genie, Giant,
Lord Chamberlain
Toby Adamson

Fairy Honeysuckle
Nishi Kovvuri

It’s that time of year again (oh no it isn’t!), and
Toby is thrilled to be back on stage again after
a long and difficult time. Toby has been with the
Quince Players since 2011 and has appeared in
quite a few pantos, including Cinderella, Robin
Hood and Hansel and Gretel. Toby has missed
performing so much and delighted to be back
in panto. He asks you to sit back, relax and enjoy
the show!

This is Nishi’s first production outside of school
and also her first endeavour with the Quince
Players. Nishi developed a love for singing when
she started writing songs aged 8. Later on, she
also grew fond of acting and is excited to see
how Fairy Honeysuckle will come to life.

What is the worst thing you have ever forgotten?
I once forgot I had an audition and had to rush
there without anything prepared.
What was your favourite book growing up?
The Harry Potter books.

Worst thing you have ever forgotten? My
brother’s new toy at a Disneyland stall; he was in
tears and wouldn’t stop crying. Luckily, we came
back and the toy was still there.
Favourite book growing up? Alice in
Wonderland by Lewis Carrol, because Alice
escaped to a different world and discovered so
many wonderful, out of this world creatures.
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Scenes
ACT ONE
SCENE 1 - THE LAND OF MAKE BELIEVE
The Land of Make Believe – Bucks Fizz
I’ll Be There For You – The Rembrants

SCENE 2 - THE ADVENTURE BEGINS
I’m Gonna Be (500 Miles) – The Proclaimers

SCENE 3 - AN APPLE A DAY

Shake It Off – Taylor Swift
I’m Into Something Good – Herman’s Hermits

SCENE 4 - THE SORCERER’S APPRENTICE
Bad Guy – Billie Eilish

SCENE 5 - EASTERN MAGIC
Dynamite – BTS
Everybody Dance - Cedric Gervais

— INTERVAL —

ACT TWO
SCENE 1 - DON’T SPILL THE BEANS

High Hopes – Panic at the Disco
Life’s a Happy Song – The Muppets
Aquarium – Carnival of the Animals, Saint-Saens
Get Ready – Temptations
Giants – Take That

SCENE 2 - THE APPRENTICE – YOU’RE FIRED!
Killer Queen - Queen

SCENE 3 - WHERE THE STREETS ARE PAVED WITH GOLD?
Flash, Bang, Wallop – Tommy Steele

SCENE 4 - SISTERLY LOVE
Boys - Lizzo

SCENE 5 - THE PALACE BALLROOM

Happy Together – Turtles
Walking on Sunshine – Katrina and the Waves

SCENE 6 - BACK WHERE WE STARTED FROM

Right back where we started from – Maxine Nightingale
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Cast List
Adventure in Pantoland - Cast
Principal Girl

Amelie Barker

Principal Boy

Tom Underwood

Dame

Dave Barker

Fool

Steve Smith

Poison Ivy

Ellie Cornes

Wizbad

Fiona Barker

Herald, Mirror, Genie, Giant,
Lord Chamberlain
Fairy Honeysuckle

Toby Adamson
Nishi Kovvuri

Blue Bird, Abu, Buttermilk, Tommy, Gus 		

Molly Matthews

Dwarfs
		
		
		
		
		
		

Brainy - Naomi Davies
Smiley - Sophia Hayward
Snoozy - Elsie Georgeson
Blushful – Millie Hamilton-Martin
Grumbly – Olivia Jachec
Dozy – Bella Sousa
Sniffle – Sophie Littleboy

Poison Ivy’s Minions
		
		

Lucy Brown, Mia Csernus, Elsie Georgeson,
Sophia Hayward, Sophie Littleboy,
Fiona Myers

Beanstalk
Full Chorus
Villagers, Royal Palace Courtiers,
		
Citizens of Peking, Londoners, Ball Guests
		
		
		

Mia Csernus
Lucy Brown, Mia Csernus, Naomi Davies,
Elsie Georgeson, Sophia Hayward,		
Millie Hamilton-Martin, Olivia Jachec,
Sophie Littleboy, Orla McCarthy,
Fiona Myers, Maisy Pinion, Bella Sousa

11

Cast

Blue Bird, Abu, Buttermilk,
Tommy, Gus
Molly Matthews

Dance Captain
Sophie Littleboy

Here we go again! Another year and another
furry suit (or five!)
When the offer of another furry suit was brought
to Molly’s attention, she knew it was an offer
she couldn’t refuse – especially as it was the
UnderMatts who were asking. After postponing
last year’s pantomime, Molly is delighted to
be back on stage and has had the best time
working with the Unders to produce this show.
Molly’s last ‘onstage’ panto role was back in
2016 in Robin Hood, playing Daisy the Cow – a
role that feels all too familiar during this show!
Molly hopes you enjoy the show as much as she
has being a part of it.
The worst thing you have ever forgotten? My
name whilst getting inducted to my university
course
Favourite book growing up? The Tiger Who
Came to Tea by Judith Kerr
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The Beanstalk
Mia Csernus

The Dwarfs – Snow White
Top Row: Snoozy – Elsie Georgeson, Sniffle – Sophie Littleboy,
Grumbly – Olivia Jachec, Brainy – Naomi Davies.
Bottom Row: Dozy – Bella Sousa, Blushful – Millie Hamilton-Martin,
Smiley – Sophia Hayward

Full Chorus
Top Row: Fiona Myers, Lucy Brown, Sophie Littleboy, Naomi Davies.
Middle Row: Orla McCarthy, Elsie Georgeson, Mia Csernus, Maisy Pinion.
Bottom Row: Olivia Jachec, Bella Sousa, Sophia Hayward, Millie Hamilton-Martin
13

Production Team
Artistic Director
Technical Director
Production Assistants
Stage Manager
Assistant Stage Manager
Musical Director

Sarah Matthews
Alice Underwood
Ruth Matthews, Caroline Underwood
Gemma Swaisland-Kemp
Izzy Carney
Angela McCarthy

Musicians
		

Marcello Caramma (Keyboard), John Crouchley (Guitar/
Bass), Peter Holmes (Drums), Julie Voice (Voice)

Choreography
		

Lucy Matthews, Molly Matthews, Ruth Matthews
Patrick McCarthy (Happy Together – Turtles)

Wardrobe
Make Up and Hair
Set Design and Painting
Lighting Team
Sound
Properties
Backstage Crew

Dianne Gosden, assisted by Jean Goff, Heather King
Dianne Gosden, Ruth Matthews, Lucy Matthews
Julie Voice
Lee Underwood, Phrederika Miltiadou
Bethan Amey
Alice Underwood
Anne Robinson, Caroline Underwood

Chaperones

Toria Bowker, Jean Goff, Ruth Matthews (Lead)

Front of House

Sally Hurry and members of the Quince Players

Bar Management
		
Box Office
Photography
Publicity and Marketing
Design and Artwork

Jeff and Suzanne Sapsed, assisted by members of the
Quince Players
Colin Keating, Molly Matthews
Colin Keating
Lucy Matthews
George Underwood, Jaijo Design Ltd

Special Thanks...
There are so many lovely people in our village community who have helped us, but our team would like to
particularly thank Colin Keating for our lovely photographs, Natalie Vinson from NVSDD for help with our
costumes, The Circle Gallery for the magic mirror frame, Inspirations for helping with our tickets and The
Stock Exchange for their continued backing of the society. A very special thank you also to all the families
of our cast and crew for their unstinting support and commitment throughout this rather difficult time!
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Our Lovely Band!

Angela McCarthy
Musical Director

Peter Holmes
Drums

John Crouchley
Guitar/Bass

Marcello Caramma
Keyboard

Molly Matthews

Ruth Matthews

Lucy Matthews

Patrick McCarthy

Set Design

Wardrobe

Julie Voice

Diane Godson

Jean Goff

Heather King

Choreography
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Backstage Crew

Gemma
Swaisland-Kemp

Alice Underwood

Lee Underwood

Bethan Amey

Caroline Underwood

Izzy Carney

Anne Robinson

Phrederika
Miltiadou
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proudly present

By Jeremy Lloyd and David Croft
Directed by Tracy Corbett

5 -7th and
12 -14th May 2022

7.45pm • Cordes Hall
High Street, Sunninghill SL5 9NE
BOOK & PAY ONLINE at QUINCEPLAYERS.COM
This amateur production of “‘Allo ‘Allo” is presented by arrangement with

Concord Theatricals Ltd. on behalf of Samuel French Ltd. www.concordtheatricals.co.uk

THE

Come to the Dog & Partridge in Sunninghill for a pre-theatre dinner and have an
evening to remember. We’ll serve you a delicious meal, complemented with great
wines and of course, service that is second to none.

http://dogandpartridgesunninghill.co.uk / 01344 623204

Not so Wizbad after all...
Are you looking for something new in 2022? On the
lookout for a volunteering opportunity as part of your
Duke of Edinburgh award? Irritated by local litter?
It’s everywhere! And it’s not just an eyesore… it can
be dangerous and even deadly for wildlife and pets.
You can help in the fight against it! Sunningdale
Litter Pickers are always on the lookout for
volunteers. We organise four big community picks a
year and go out on individual picks in between. You
can even borrow kit if you need it! It’s a great way to
get outdoors, keep fit and show that you care about
our local environment. Pickers of all ages welcome –
even Wizbad!
Join our Facebook group Sunningdale Litter Pickers
to keep up to date!
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Visit our Website!
To find out what’s happening in the
Quince Players visit us at:

www.quinceplayers.com
On our website you’ll find details of:
• What shows are coming up
• How to book tickets
• How to join the Quince Players
• Quince Players’ social events
• and much, much more!
Or write to us and join our mailing
list by emailing:
quinceplayerspublicity@live.co.uk

“Our true intent is
all for your delight”

NODA
The Quince Players are affiliated to the National Operatic and Dramatic
Association (NODA):
15 The Metro Centre, Peterborough, Cambridgeshire PE2 7UH
Tel: 01733 374790 • www.noda.org.uk
Twitter: @NODAtweets • FB: NationalOperaticDramaticAssociation
NODA aims to give a shared voice to the amateur theatre sector and
provide leadership and advice to enable amateur societies to tackle
the challenges and opportunities of the 21st Century.
The Quince Players have won a number of awards from NODA for this
District - for productions, individual performances and scenic design.
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To join the
Quince Players...
To join the Quince Players,
please contact our Membership
Secretary, Jenny Faulkner-Hooper
on 07720 898394 or
jhooper258@btinternet.com

President

Mrs Lin Blakley

Vice Presidents

Mrs Jenny Brown
Mr Peter Fitzwater
Mr Ken Long
Mrs Marigold Matthews
Mrs Diana Mineck
Mrs Anne Robinson
Miss Mary Simpson
Mrs Betty Symonds
Mrs Mary Ward

Chair

NEXT PRODUCTION

‘Allo, ‘Allo

By Jeremy Lloyd and David Croft
Directed by Tracy Corbett

Mrs Sarah Matthews

Secretary

Mrs Allison Sharpe
Tel: 01344 625109

Treasurer

Mr Simon Hurry

SHOW DATES
5-7 & 12-14 May 2022
For further information please
contact Allison Sharpe on
Allison@asamail.co.uk
07881 640600

www.quinceplayers.com

