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A. message from our President
Good evening ladies and gentlemen, and welcome to
our spring production of Agatha Christie's Spider's Web
directed by the lovely Allison Sharpe. Allison certainly
knows her Agatha Christie, and has a very strong and
experienced cast and crew.

Spider's Web was premiered in September 1954, and was
Ms Christie's second most successful play; the third play to
run concurrently in London.
I wou ld like to once again thank you, our audience, for your
continuing support.
All that's left for me to say is sit back, relax and enjoy!!
Lin x
Lin Blakley, President, Quince Players

Supporting our community in 2018
Counselling Services
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Support Services held
over 700 face-to-face
sessions
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Day Therapy Unit
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1/357 appointments
took place

Our Compiementary
Therapy Team provided
') treatments

Rapid Respor se Team
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We cared for .;~r
3 patients on our

Unit supported
315 individuals

Comple ...

made ."er 3,700 visits to
our patients

lymphoedema Services

Inpatient Init

L/9. Our Day The rapy

Our Rapid Response
Team made 1,6B visits
to our community

Inpatient Unit

Pastoral Care Team
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The Pastoral Care Team
made 2,205 visits to
patients and carers

Advice line
Our 24 hour advice

line answered over
11,716 calls
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welcome

from. our Director...
I can't believe how quickly time fl ies with the Quince Players;
I have such fun! I have acted on the Cordes Hall stage since
1982 but have most recently been seen as the W icked Witch
in Hansel & Gretel, roller-skating Joyce in Strictly Sex Factor
on Ice and as a variety of men (yes, men) in The 39 Steps.
I have directed since 1995 when I staged Agatha Christie's
Murder at The Vicarage. The Hercule Poirot mystery Black
Coffee was my seventh production, staged in 2012, so I felt
it was high time to bring Agatha back to the Quince Players
once more.
I was delighted at the enthusiastic response to the auditions
for Spider's Web and have thoroughly enjoyed working with
this very talented cast, crew and support team. We adopted
a mascot (you can't fail to guess what) and #Agatha has
been following the cast in their everyday lives through the
wonders of social media.
The Quince Players first produced Spider's Web in 1978 and
set it in the (then) modern day. I didn't feel this would work
for us in today's world, up against CSI, DNA and the internet,
so we've gone back to the play's original date of 1954.
The 1978 programme is on our website and the names
listed all brought back very fond memories for me, so this
production is something of a homage to my mentors. I am
delighted that three of the original cast are still very much
'with us' and will be coming to see this production - thank
you John, Ken and Marigold!
Agatha Christie wrote Spider's Web as a parody - to allow
deliberate exaggeration for comic effect. The cast have
enjoyed exploring their characters and we all hope you enjoy
our rendition of this unusual Christie classic.
Coworth Park have generously donated six bottles of bubbly
to us, one to be raffled at each performance. All proceeds
from this will go directly to Thames Hospice, the charity I
have chosen to benefit from this production . _
Thank you so much for your time and generosity.

Allison Sharpe
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Dawn Bradly Coaching
stve#' &- A ~y co-c:tdv
* Do you worry all the time over everyday things?
* Does anxiety or stress stop you doing what you want to do ?
* Are you stressed because of work or how you react to people or situations?

* Does your confidence need a shot in the arm?
I can help you change how you think and react to situations
so you find calm, balance and extra confidence in your life.
Call me to arrange a complimentary 20 minute chat
dawn@dbcoaching.co.uk
fb: @dawnbradlycoaching

07984 954304
www.dbcoaching .co.uk

The Little Flower Pot
Beautifu l Flowers for all occasions
9 High Street
Sunninghill
Ascot
Berkshire
SL59NQ

T: 01344 624012
www.littleflowerpot.com

of Sunninghill

CARDS
East of India
Sophie Allport
Jelly Cat
Kate Loxton
Joma Jewellery
Baby Gifts
GIFTS FOR ALL OCCASIONS

54 High Street, Sunninghill, Berkshire SL5 9NF

01344291402

our Chosen Charl~ _ _ _ ~~_

A new home for local hospice care
2019 marked a momentous year for Thames Hospice as construction started on its new
state-of-the-art 28 bed facility by Bray Lake, Maidenhead.
The new hospice wi ll be world class, bringing in all our services onto one site - a huge benefit
to patients and their loved ones. As well as increased provision for inpatient care, we wi ll
also be able to double our day therapy services to 4 days a week. There will be more space
for children and families, a rehabilitation gym, plus 8 acres of stunning outdoor space by a
tranquil lakeside location.
Through the generosity of our community, we have almost made this £22 million dream a
reality. Please help use raise the remaining £2.3 million so that we can continue to care for
and support our community for generations to come.
Visit www.thameshospice.org.uk for lots of fun and inspiring ways to fundraise for us.
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Copplestone Court Fami19
Clarissa Hailsham-Brown Tracy Corbett
Tracy has been a member of the Quince
Players for nearly 40 years! She started
out as a jewel in Aladdin's· cave, where
she was told to 'stand there and sparkle',
before progressing to classic roles
such as Aurora the Goose, Bessie the
Milkmaid, and Mustapha-Kit-Kat. Her
favourite part was playing Puck in A
Midsummer Night's Dream , where she
got to climb trees , ride a bicycle and wear
shorts ... something she hadn 't done
since 19791
Tracy also enjoyed playing Nora in
The Dolls House , Maggie in Hobson 's
Choice and Viola in Twelfth Night. But, if

asked, Tracy would claim that her most
challenging roles were Geraldine in The
Vicar of Dibley (no one can compete
with Dawn French) and the King in Jack
and the Beanstalk - as wearing a false
moustache wasn't the joyous experience
she assumed it would be and left her with
a nasty rash!
More recently Tracy has directed plays
and pantomimes and is currently serving
on the Quince Players' committee. Away
from amateur dramatics, Tracy is a
published author and enjoys making up
stories ... just like her character in Spider's
Web, Clarissa.

Henry Hailsham-Brown George McGavin
After 25 years as an academic at Oxford
University looking after the world- famous
Hope Entomological Collections, George
became a television presenter working
mainly on science and natural history
documentaries for the BBC. He has
appeared regularly on The One Show since
it began in 2007.
Other programme credits' include
Expedition Borneo, Lost Land of the
Jaguar, Lost Land of the Volcano, Lost
Land of the Tiger, Prehistoric Autopsy,
Miniature Britain, Planet Ant, Ultimate
Swarms, Dissected: the incredible human
hand and foot, Monkey Planet and the
multi-award winning documentary After
Life: the strange science of decay.

In 2015 his documentary The Oak: nature's
greatest survivor won a Royal Television

Society Award and a Grierson Award.
His latest documentary The Secret Life
of Landfill: a rubbish history has been
nominated for a Royal Television Society
award this year. While living in Oxfordshire,
his daughter joined the Drayton Players
and, rather than sit in the car park or at
the back of the hall , he took part in several
productions, playing the role of Asian in
The Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe ,

Smee in Peter Pan and Sergeant Spade in
Strangeness on the Shore.

This is George's first outing with the
Quince Players having recently moved
back to Ascot. When he visited an old
friend, Allison's mother, she suggested
joining the Society - and the rest is
history!

Left to right: George McGavin, Tracy Corbett and
Sadie Nuttall.

Pippa Hailsham-Brown Sadie Nuttall
After reading th e script several times and falling in love
w ith the play, Sadie is extremely excited to be cast as
Pippa in her first murder mystery. Sadie 's first role with
the Quince Players was Clara Eynsford Hill in the 2017
production of Pygmalion. In Little Tommy Tucker, Sadie
was part of the singing chorus, and in 201 9 she took
on her first lead role - Lucy Lockett in Hansel & Gretel.
Outside of the Quince Players, Sadie has performed at
W indsor, South Hill Park and Wokingham Theatre. She
is currently studying for her LAMDA gold medal award
in acting. Sadie hopes you enjoy the show, and can 't
wait to eat all of Pippa's yummy snacks on stage!

~
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Understudy Clarissa
Fiona Barker
This will be Fiona's first
experience as an understudy
and she sincerely hopes it
w ill be a quiet restful one
w ith Tracy doing all the hard
work. It has been fun to be
'the other woman' but Fiona
suspects her hubby Dave
might have something to say if
she made a habit of it!

~-

-
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Copplestone Court Guests and staff
Sir Rowland Oelahaye
Nick Teale
This is Nick's first ever role in an Agatha
Christie, so everyone has told him it's
vital not to get overexcited and give away
spoilers. That's difficult for him because ...
well, you 'll see! Nick has been with the
Quince Payers since 2006, appearing in
numerous pantomimes, most recently
in 2017 in Little Tommy Tucker, as nasty
Doctor Discord. Other productions include:
Pygmalion, Absent Friends, Vicar of Dibley,
Hobson's Choice, The Slipper and the Rose,
The Importance of Being Eamest, Stepping
Out, Murdered to Death and Secondary
Cause of Death. He lives in Sunninghill
where he's enjoying semi-retirement doing a
bit of house husbanding, a tad of blogging
and writing, a SOUP90n of IT consultancy,
and a smidgin of work as a 1V and film
supporting artiste. He loves messing about
in boats, specifically Thames skiffs, and he
is about two-thirds of the way to achieving
his ambition to row the whole length of the
Thames from Lechlade to Greenwich .

Jeremy Warrender
Toby Adamson
Toby has been a member of the Quince
Players now for over 10 years and has
appeared in many productions. Most
recently, he appeared as Dame Dogood in
Hansel & Gretel. However, he hasn't done
an Agatha Christie play for some time and
he's very excited to bring her words back
to the Cordes Hall. Toby has enjoyed acting
since he was very young and encourages
anyone who has a desire to get on the
stage , to do it. You don 't know what you're
miSSing! He hopes you enjoy the show.

Hugo Birch Andrew Darling
Andrew has been a member of the
Quince Players for 30 years. This will be
his 16th play with the society, although
he has not performed in a play since
Silhouette, our Spring production of 2011.
Otherwise, Andrew has appeared in various
pantomimes either as a flunkey, baddie or
as dame. If he is not appearing in shows,
you will find him at the Box Office with
Sapphire Estate Agents or as the Chairman
of the Society. As well as performing,
Andrew has directed a number of plays
including Hobson's Choice and Pygmalion.
He produced last Autumn's show Strictly
Sex Factor on Ice and will be directing the
forthcoming pantomime, Sleeping Beauty.

Oliver Costello Simon Shaw
Simon has been part of the Quince
Players for 9 years and is always
overjoyed to return. Simon has appeared
in various pantomimes such as Aladdin,
Rumpelstiltskin and Little Tommy Tucker.
Most recently, he led as Richard Hannay
in the spring 2018 production of The 39
Steps. Unfortunately, Simon has gone
from playing a brave, dashing and pencil
moustached hero into playing a nasty
piece of work villain ... still with a pencil
moustache! This is the second Agatha
Christie play he has been involved in; the
first was in the 2012 production of Black
Coffee, where he played the role of Edward
Raynor - and just like last time he is under
the direction of Allison Sharpe. Away from
Quince Players, Simon is an award-winning
playwright, cosplayer and tour guide. In
August he will be taking his one-man show
to the Edinburgh Fringe Festival.
I
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Back: Nick Teale, Andrew Darling.
Front: Toby Adamson, Simon Shaw.

Anne Robinson, Melanie Trapnell.

Miss Peake Melanie Trapnell

Mrs Elgin Anne Robinson

Having joined the Quince Players as a teenager,
Melanie has taken a variety of roles over the
years, both on and off stage. Her favourites
include Edith, a deceitful nun in None the
Wiser, Madge, an unfaithful wife in Kindly Leave
the Stage and Ratty in Wind in the Willows.
Previously nominated as best supporting actress
by NODA, Melanie has directed two pantomimes
and often helps Front of House. She was last
on stage with Andrew Darling as the comedy
duo in Snow White and the"Seven Dwarfs and
has been resting from the experience ever since!
She now returns to support Allison and to help
fundraise for Thames Hospice - where she works
part-time. Melanie is married to Andrew, also
a Quince Player, and has two grown boys who
graduate from university this year. She is a great
supporter of the local community and spends as
much "spare" time as she can in the garden, so
playing Miss Peake is home from home. Apart
from the deep trenching!

A long standing member of the Quince
Players, Anne has been a suspect in several
murder mysteries including A Murder
is Announced, Murdered to Death and
Secondary Cause of Death .. . and even
once found guilty! Likewise, the role of
housekeeper/ maid has come up before in
The Deep Blue Sea, Black Coffee and as
Mrs Drudge in Habeas Corpus. After being
part of the backstage team in several shows,
most recently The 39 Steps (in which the
crew were on stage almost as much as the
cast) and the last two pantomimes, Anne
is looking forward to being on stage again.
She especially enjoys an Agatha Christie
drama and loves plays set in the 50s, as
the costumes are always elegant. Anne is
grateful that housekeepers in that period did
not have to wear a uniform. She has enjoyed
working with a large cast and several new
faces making their debut with the Society.

___________

~
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Scenes
The action of the play takes place in drawing room of Copplestone Court,
the Hailsham-Brown's rented home in Kent.

ACT ONE

ACT TWO

SCENEl

SCENEl

An evening in March

Ten minutes later

SCENE 2

SCENE 2

Fifteen minutes later

A few minutes later

~opsis
Clarissa is the second wife of Henry Hailsham -Brown and is adept at spinning tales of
adventure for their bored diplomatic circle (she is the 'spider'). When a murder takes place in
her drawing room she finds live drama much harder to cope w ith , especially as it seems the
murderer is her young stepdaughter, Pippa.

Important Information

f

Show Interval
There will be an interval of 20 minutes when drinks and ice creams will be available . Interval
drinks can be ordered in the bar before the show.

Safety Notice
Please take a moment to look around and note the location of the EXITS which may be
needed in case of an emergency. It would be helpful if all members of the audience turn off
their mobile 'phones.

Copyright Notice
For reasons of copyright and licence, we respectfully remind the audience that the use
of cameras, audio and video recording equipment (including mobile 'phones) is strictly
prohibited. Failure to comply will result in being asked to leave the auditorium. Th ank you for
your co-operation .
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Cast List
In Order of Appearance
Sir Rowland Delahaye

Nick Teale

Hugo Birch

Andrew Darling

Jeremy Warrender

Toby Adamson

Clarissa Hailsham-Brown

Tracy Corbett

Understudy Clarissa

Fiona Barker

Pippa Hailsham-Brown

Sadie Nuttall

Miss Peake
Mrs Elgin
Oliver Costello
Henry Hailsham-Brown
Inspector Lord

Melanie Trapnell
Anne Robinson
Simon Shaw
George McGavin
Chris Duffy

Constable Jones

Oliver Nursey

Divisional Surgeon

Heather King

I
Production Team
Back left to right: Sam Faulkner, Chris Innes, Dianne Gosden, Linda Humphrey, Caroline
Underwood Front left to right: Peter Fitzwater, Jenny Hooper, Lee Underwood
I
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The In\Testigation Team

I

Inspector Lord Chris Duffy

Constable Jones Oliver Nursey

This time last year, Chris was working w ith
Allison in his first ever stage performance.
He was playing Clown Two in The 39
Steps, and she was his' on stage sidekick.
This year, he's back, but this time being
directed by her. He is looking forward to
building on his experience from 2018 and
learning new aspects of the theatre. Chris
was delighted, if not a little surprised, to
be given the role of Inspector Lord . Will
he be able to solve the murder mystery?
He is excited to be working with Quince
Players he knows, and meeting new
ones. Again he was supported throughout
the rehearsal process by his wife Louise
and children, Amelia and Daniel - both
of whom have read the whole script in
helping Chris learn his lines!

Oliver is very excited to be making his
debut for the Quince Players. His love for
perform ing on stage began when he went to
Stagecoach Ascot at the age of 9. He loved
Stagecoach so much he stayed there until he
was 18 . He went to Charters School and his
best subject was Performing Arts (surprise,
surprise!) as he got a distinction in his
GCSEs and A-levels. With school finally done
and dusted, Oliver continued his Performing
Arts studies at the University of W inchester.
There, he walked up and down Winchester's
many hills, joined the video game society and
scored a 2.2 as his overall result - officially
graduating in October last year. Nowadays,
he is living back in Sunninghill and is
working as part of the entertainment team
at LEGOLAND. In his free time Oliver likes to
cycle around Windsor Great Park. He also
loves Pokemon as though his life depends
on it. Another love is Formula 1. Tonight , as
Constable Jones armed with a notepad and
a Welsh accent, Oliver hopes you have a
wonderful evening.

Divisional Surgeon
Heather King
Heather has been a member of the Quince
Players since 2004, but that means
she is still a newbie in Society terms.
She has directed three pantomimes,
and has appeared in several shows.
Funnily enough, in most of her on-stage
appearances her role has been a grumpy
old woman. Or fairy, as'her latest (in

Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs, 2015)
was Fairy Wonderwings trying to teach
Godmothering to a younger version of
herself. In this show, she plays a frustrated
Divisional Surgeon, another disg runtled
character. Type-casting perhaps? For
each show, she edits the programme; also
for each production helps the glorious
Dianne in the Green Room with costumes
and makeup.

Left to right: Heather King, Oliver Nursey,
Chris Duffy.

Our mission at Ascot Chiropractic Clinic is to help you attain the highest level of
vib rant good health that you could want for yourself.
Effective diagnosis, treatment and management of musculo- skeletal problems
Male and female doctors with special skills with children, in neurological disorders, sports injuries
andrehabilnalion.
Sandra K.Garratt D.C (Palmer, USA) Robert VineyM. (Chiro) D.C.
Paul Kobayashi (Chiro) D.C.
Philip J. HehirM. (Chiro) D.C.
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~atha Christie
15 September 1890 - 12 January 1976
Agatha Christie is known
throughout the world as The
Queen of Crime. She is the
most widely published author
of all time, only outsold by the
Bible and Shakespeare.
In her autobiography, Agatha
recounts 'The third play I was
to have running in London (all
at the same time) was Spider's
Web. This was specially written
for Margaret Lockwood. She
said she liked the idea of my writing a play for her, and I asked her exactly what kind of play
she wanted. She said at once she didn't want to continue being sinister and melodramatic,
that she had done a good many films lately in which she had been the 'wicked lady'. She
wanted to play comedy I think she was right, because she has an enormous flair for comedy,
as well as being able to be dramatic. She is a very good actress, and has that perfect timing
which enables her to give lines their true weight. I enjoyed myself writing the part of Clarissa
in Spider's Web. There was a little indecision at first as to the title; we hesitated between
'Clarissa Finds a Body' and 'Spider's Web'. It ran for over two years and I was very pleased
with it."
On a local note, Agatha Christie and her husband moved to Sunningdale in 1923 and lived for
two years in an apartment at 'Scotswood'. They subsequently moved to a large house nearby
and she amused herself by calling it 'Styles' - after The Mysterious Affair at Styles - her first
book, published in 1920.
From Styles, Agatha Christie created her own personal mystery. At 9.00pm on Friday 3rd
December 1926, she told ~er housekeeper she was going for a drive and subsequently
disappeared. The plot thickened when her bull-nosed Morris Minor was found the next
morning at Newlands Corner. She was eventually discovered 10 days later in Harrogate,
supposedly suffering from amnesia. This was her most baffling mystery of all - and to this day,
the case is unsolved.
Her first marriage to Capt. Christie ended in divorce in 1928. She later married Sir Max
Mallowan , an archaeologist, and travelled extensively with him, documenting his finds; and
used their travels as the basis for many of her stories.
Her lasting memorial must be The Mousetrap, being the longest running show in the world,
now in its 67th year and still going strong!
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More t han ju st a good plot...

01344 870100
3 4 H igh Str eet, Su nninghill, Ascot , Berkshire S L 5 9 N E

www. sapphlre - estates.com

Chaprnans of Sunninghill
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IJ'ollmongel'~.

56 HIGH STREET,
SUNNINGHILL
BERKSHIRE, SL5 9NF.

Tools & DIY

EI~rtril'al (;(Hlds

Water Softeners Slllt
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T: 01344 622792

Fimidr Accr~~ol'ic~

www.chapmansironmongers.co.uk
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For all your social media marketing under one roof

•

DIGITAL MEDIA

• SOCIAL MEDIA MARKETING

• SEO

• GOOGLE ADWORDS I PAY PER CLICK (PPC)

• BLOG & CONTENT WRITING

• WEBSITE DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT
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www.soclalabode.co.uk

01252246519
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Joanne(ji'socialabode.co.uk

our Nerl Production
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Directed by Jenny Hooper
Our first production exclusively for actors aged 9 to 18 years

AUDITIONS
Tuesday 18th and Thursday 20th June 2019
7.30pm at The Cordes Hall, Sunning hill
PRODUCTION DATES
Thursday 19th - Saturday 21 st September 2019
Beginning with a 4 day workshop
Tuesday 27th - Friday 30th August 2019 from 10am to 4pm

Rehearsals will be on Tuesdays and Thursday in September only.

For further details contact Jenny on
jhooper258@btinternet.com

Simon Peste II Optometrist
Your local, independent optician
Offering a wide selection of choice in spectacles, sunglasses and contact lenses.
Eye examinations ava ilable Tuesday to Saturday
Private and NHS patients
New digital imaging camera for retinal photographs
7 High Street, Sunninghill, Berkshire SL5 9NQ • 01344 624844
Free parking behind shop on Saturday

JEREMY DAVIES
WEALTH MANAGEMENT LLP
WEA LTH MAN AGEMENT CONSULTANTS

We provide an experienced
wealth management service
and offer specialist advice
in a w ide range of areas
including:
• Investment planning
• Retirement planning
• Inheritance Tax planning

For further details contact
Jeremy Davies on:

Tel: 01344 624380
E: jeremy.davies@sjpp.co.uk
W: www.jeremydavieswm.co.uk
44-46 High Street, Sunninghill,
Ascot, Berkshire SLS 9NF

The journey from childhood to adulthood for children with special educational needs
can be difficult for parents, schools, employers and the children themselves.
I am an independent SEN consultant who can help, advise and support in all areas
of special educational needs.

Getting the Best for Special children .
www.jhoopersenconsulting.com

Mobile: 07720 898394

jennyhoopersenconsulting@gmail.com

Visit our Website!
To find out what's happening in the
Quince Players visit us at:

www.quinceplayers.com
On our website you'll find details of:
• What shows are coming up
• How to book tickets
• How to join the Quince Players
• Quince Players' social events
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• and much, much more!
Or write to us and join our mailing
list by emailing:

quinceplayerspublicity@live.co.uk

"Our true intent is
all for your delight"

NOD~
The Quince Players are affiliated to the National Operatic and Dramatic
Association (NODA):
15 The Metro Centre, Peterborough, Cambridgeshire PE2 7UH
Tel: 01733374790 . www.noda.org.uk
Twitter: @NODAtweets • FB: NationalOperaticDramaticAssociation
NODA aims to give a shared voice to the amateur theatre sector and
provide leadership and advice to enable amateur societies to tackle the
challenges and opportunities of the 21 st Century.
The Quince Players have won a number of commendations from NODA
for productions , individual performances and scenic design.
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To join the
Quince P1ayers ...
To join the Quince Players,
please contact our Membership
Secretary, Jenny Hooper
on 07720 898394 or
jhooper258@btinternet.com

NEXT PRODUCTION
Alice's Adventures in
Wonderland ...
Our first production exclusively for
actors aged 9 to 18 years.

AUDITIONS
Tues 18th and Thurs 20th June 2019
at 7.30pm, Cordes Hall, Sunninghill.
SHOW DATES ..
19th-21 st September 2019
Beginning with a 4 day workshop
27th-30th August from 10am-4pm.
Rehearsals on Tuesdays and
Thursday in September only.
For further information please
contact Jenny on
jhooper258@btinternet.com

