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proudly present

By Jeremy Lloyd and David Croft
Directed by Tracy Corbett

5 -7th and
12 -14th May 2022

7.45pm • Cordes Hall
High Street, Sunninghill SL5 9NE
BOOK & PAY ONLINE at QUINCEPLAYERS.COM
This amateur production of “‘Allo ‘Allo” is presented by arrangement with

Concord Theatricals Ltd. on behalf of Samuel French Ltd. www.concordtheatricals.co.uk

A message from our President
Good Evening Ladies and Gentlemen. I hope you are
all well and returning to some sort of normality after the
awful 2 years everyone has had, in one way or another.
But…… let’s leave it all behind us now and move on. So,
welcome to our production of Allo Allo, directed by the
lovely Tracy Corbett, who I’ve known for many years and
is a talented actress herself. As well as appearing in many
productions with the Quince players, Tracy is a published
author and is about to release her seventh novel. This
time, though, she is directing some of our other very
talented actors, with lots of fun and laughter, which of
course we all need. So, thank you, Tracy.
My thanks also go to our teams, at front of house,
backstage, and lighting and sound, which we couldn’t do
without. Lastly my thanks go to you, “Our Audience” for
your continued support. Sit back, Relax and Enjoy.
Lin x
Lin Blakley, President, Quince Players

Synopsis
René and his wife Edith have stashed a priceless portrait stolen by the Nazis in a
sausage in their cellar, where two British airmen are also hiding until the Resistance
can repatriate them. Communications with London using the wireless that is disguised
as a cockatoo add to the many embarrassments this intrepid proprietor endures in the
company of his patrons. News that the Führer is scheduled to visit the town inspires
tricksters disguised as Hitler to frequent the café. Meanwhile, René summons all the
wit he can muster to save his café and his life.
Based on the hugely successful British television series that ran for seven seasons, this
uproarious comedy relates the adventures of hapless café owner, René, in occupied
France. You can see all of your favourite TV characters in the flesh, including René’s
tone-deaf wife Edith, Lieutenant Gruber and the Gestapo officer Herr Flick!
The action of the play takes place in and around the Café René in occupied France,
2nd World War.
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Welcome from our Director
It seems an age ago that I decided to direct Allo Allo.
We started rehearsing in February 2020, only to halt
proceedings when the dreaded Covid hit. So here we are,
two years later, finally in a position to perform the show.
I originally chose Allo Allo because I thought it would be
a fun production to rehearse and perform. It hasn’t been
on the TV for nearly thirty years, and although the jokes
are a little dated by modern standards, it’s beautifully
written and very funny. It’s over-the-top, tongue-in-cheek
and bordering on the farcical, but that’s what I love about
it. It was also one of my dad’s favourites and I knew he’d
enjoy seeing it performed. Sadly, he died last October, so
he won’t be here to watch it, but I’m sure he’ll be with us
in spirit and chuckling along to the antics of René & Co as much as I hope you all will.
We have an unbelievably strong and talented cast, who have all entered into the
enjoyment of the show and made rehearsals a lot of fun. Everyone involved has been
incredibly professional and diligent and I’m extremely grateful.
As well as the on-stage team, a show cannot happen without equal dedication from
the backstage crew, so a huge thank you to my Production Assistant, Pauline Teale – an
absolute star, who’s supportive, creative and super-efficient – the perfect person to have
organising the team. Stage Managing the show we have the wonderful Allison Sharpe at
the helm, along with a dedicated team of backstage crew, and the fabulous Di Gosden
running wardrobe.
Huge thanks goes to my Musical Director, Kath de la Harpe, whose technical expertise and
musical knowledge has been amazing, along with Patrick McCarthy, whose ability to get
those of us with two left feet dancing never ceases to amaze me.
There are many other people working tirelessly behind the scenes, whether it’s in a
technical role, front of house, running the bar, or building the set. A warm thank you goes
to every single one of them, as we can only produce shows with the continuing support of
our members.
The final thank you goes to you the audience. We really appreciate you coming along to
see our show and supporting The Quince Players society. This is our 77th year producing
plays, which is quite a testament. I haven’t been involved from the start – only since 1979 –
so not quite an ‘original’ but definitely one of the ‘oldies’! And boy, some days I feel it!
Anyway, thank you for coming. I hope you enjoy the show, and have a safe journey home.
Tracy Corbett, Director
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The Little Flower Pot

Beautiful Flowers for all occasions
9 High Street
Sunninghill, Ascot
Berkshire SL5 9NQ
T: 01344 624012
www.littleflowerpot.com
the little flowerpot    
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Our Chosen Charity
Martha’s Magic Steps
My name is Martha and I am 15 years old. I have
a rare chromosome disorder called microdeletion
16p13.11. It is so rare that only around 50 people
worldwide have so far been diagnosed with the
condition. The condition varies from person to
person, but for me it means I am unable to roll,
crawl, stand or walk. I have very poor fine motor
skills, I have a mild hearing loss and also wear
glasses. I have epilepsy and severe learning
difficulties and I can’t talk yet. I need an adult to
help me with everything I do.
Mummy and Daddy are always looking for
therapies and equipment that will help me to be as
independent as possible. Unfortunately, these cost
lots of money which is why we are all very grateful
to the Quince Players for choosing to donate to
Martha’s Magic Steps – a fund held at the Tree of Hope in my name. Over the last year,
your donations have helped fund a power chair which has made my life so much more
comfortable. I continue to use my powered walking exercise machine (Innowalk) for up to
forty minutes every day, building up my strength and stamina. I am also developing my
eye gaze computer skills which help me to communicate with everyone around me, just by
using my eyes. My scoliosis has got significantly worse over the last year and I may need
more treatment for this in the next 12 months. I also have only partially controlled epilepsy
and this is currently having a big impact on my day to day life. My seizures happen many
times a day and they are usually triggered by sudden noises. When a number of these
happen close together it makes my head hurt and I need to rest before I’m back to normal.
Despite all of these challenges I usually have a big smile on my face and enjoy listening to
music and exploring books. I love listening to my Mummy and sister Orla play the piano for
me. I also really love Ed Sheeran songs and I dance along to his music whenever I get the
chance.
We are currently fundraising for a portable gantry hoist, which will help me to get out of
my wheelchair in lots of different places. I like to sit on the sofa and watch Saturday night
tv with my family but without a hoist at the moment, Mummy and Daddy have to lift me,
which isn’t very easy. We are also raising funds for ongoing physiotherapy and speech and
language therapy at home.
Thank you so much for all the support you give me, it really does make a big difference.
If you woud like to you, you can make a donation online at www.justgiving.com/
marthasmagicsteps Thank you for your support.
Martha x
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Cast

René Artois
Robin Newell

Edith Artois
Sue Bish

Robin is delighted that after a two year
delay, he will finally get to portray French
café owner, René Artois in the hilarious
stage version of Allo Allo. This will be
Robin’s first stage appearance since he
performed in the Wokingham Theatre
production of Noel Coward’s, ‘Present
Laughter’ in 2019. Robin admits that he
really missed treading the boards during
the lockdown period, and can’t wait to
see an audience again. Robin has been
a Quince Player for forty years, and
has performed in more plays than he
can remember. However, he has always
enjoyed being involved in comedies. He
says there is nothing better than hearing
audience laughter when performing. Robin
appreciates René’s desire for a quiet life,
but just like René, rarely gets the chance to
enjoy it!

Sue has had a number of roles with the
Quince Players including Jean Perkins
in Funny Money, Hester in the NODA
acclaimed production of Rattingan’s The
Deep Blue Sea and Captain Hook in Peter
Panto. Sue first appeared for the QPs as
a ‘Wyrd Sister’ in the 2001 production
of Terry Prachett’s novel. Like Edith, she
enjoys the French language and culture
and loves to sing. She is fascinated to learn
that if an emergency arises, she could use
warm petit pains as hair curlers!
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Cast

Yvette Carte-Blanche
Jo Chapman

Michelle Dubois
Sally Hurry

Jo has been with the Quince Players “on
and off” for 15 years. Jo’s first performance
with the QPs was as Cinderella in “The
Slipper & The Rose” – one of her greatest
achievements. Over the years, Jo has
performed in pantomimes, reviews,
plays and has choreographed for the
QPs, as well as doing other projects
such as dancing and singing for various
companies. In addition, over the last 15
years Jo has been busy progressing in
her nursing career and bringing up her
family. Like Yvette, Jo likes to help others
by patching up punctures or, in her case,
repairing real wounds on real patients.

Sally has been a member of the Quince
Players for 20 years and enjoys working
behind the scenes as much as performing
on stage. In recent years she has worked
as production assistant for Pygmalion
and Sleeping Beauty at the Cordes Hall,
as well as for Strictly Sex Factor on Ice
at the 2021 Woking Drama Festival. She
has been Front of House Manager for the
Quince Players since 2016. This will be
Sally’s first time back on stage since Little
Tommy Tucker in January 2018 and she is
delighted to have been cast as Michelle in
Allo Allo. Away from the Quince Players,
Sally has been lucky enough to perform
in the chorus of Chess at the Windsor
Theatre Royal and Made in Dagenham at
Norden Farm Arts Centre. Like Michelle,
Sally gets somewhat annoyed at having
to repeat anything she says so strongly
recommends that you pay full attention as
she ‘will say this only once’!
7

Cast

Mimi Labonq
Toria Bowker
Toria is delighted to be back on stage at
Cordes Hall for the first time since playing
the Fairy in 2019’s Panto Hansel & Gretel,
this time changing it up a little by taking on
the role of Mimi the cheeky barmaid. Toria
works in the finance team at a beautiful
independent school and enjoys immersive
theatrical events in her spare time. Like
Mimi she’s a dab hand with a whisk. Take
that as you will.
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Colonel Kurt Von Strohm &
Flying Officer Fairfax
Simon Hurry
Simon’s debut for the Quince Players was
back in 2002 in A Jubilee Review. Since
then, he has played a variety of roles
including the pompous Victor in Private
Lives, Willie Mossop in Hobson’s Choice
and Laurence in Abigail’s Party. He has
also enjoyed being murdered in Dial M
For Murder and playing “No, No, No,
Yes” Jim in the Vicar of Dibley. Simon was
the creepy Neville in Silhouette. He has
also enjoyed appearing in a number of
pantomimes over the years. Like Colonel
Von Strohm, Simon has often been found
in the bars of Dusseldorf downing many
Weiss beers and munching away on a
German sausage. Unlike the Colonel, he
has never used products to colour his
hair and only wears wigs when absolutely
necessary.

Private Helga Geerhart &
Officer Crabtree
Nick Teale

Captain Alberto Bertorelli &
Flying Officer Carstairs
Quiller Rees

Nick first appeared with the QPs in 2006
as Geoffrey in Stepping Out. Since then,
he has enjoyed playing a variety of roles
here at Cordes Hall, including an evil
music teacher, an incompetent detective, a
guitar playing badger, and the occasional
pantomime dame (a bit like an occasional
table, but more wooden, and with
bloomers). He has lived in Sunninghill for
28 years with Pauline, who is happily also
our production assistant, and he is mostly
retired apart from the odd bit of copy
writing and some extras work for TV and
film. Like Officer Crabtree, Nick is a mister
of disgoose, and he is extroomley prod of
his miltylongual accoomplushmints.

Quiller Rees has been driven to the
tragicomic role of Captain Alberto
Bertorelli by the Panzer tank of destiny. To
immerse himself in the role, he has spent
the last few months on an olive farm in
Sardinia, with only mountain goats for
company and grappa for sustenance.
This strict training regime has helped
Quiller put behind him such roles as
Sir Humphrey Appleby in Yes Prime
Minister, Professor Higgins in Pygmalion
and representing The Quince Players at
the recent Woking Drama Festival. Like
Alberto, Quiller loves Italy, is often told off
for his distinctly dodgy accents and makea
da plenty da mistakea.
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Cast

Herr Otto Flick
Oliver Nursey

Monsieur Roger LeClerc
Dave Barker

Oliver made his Quince Players debut
in 2019, where he played the role of
Constable Jones in Spider’s Web. He then
helped out as the prop master during the
Sleeping Beauty pantomime in early 2020.
As a massive Allo Allo fan, the Legoland
host was overjoyed to get the role of
Herr Otto Flick and is simply delighted to
be back on stage after two years of the
c-word. Herr Flick and Oliver share many
qualities. You see they are both handsome,
kind hearted, loveable gentleman with
the habit of wanting to shoot anyone
who remotely annoys them. That last
trait may be an exaggeration on Oliver’s
behalf, although that may help him deal
with the guests at work, who attack Lego
characters, photobomb and complain
about the rain. Anyways Oliver hopes you
all have the most pleasant and enjoyable
evening.

This is David’s fourth show for the Quince
Players and the first that isn’t a pantomime.
If he breaks into song and dance too often,
please ignore him. David studied A level
French a great many years ago and can’t
remember much vocab but hopefully can
remember the accent. Like Leclerc, David
wears glasses and likes twiddling with the
knob on his radio
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Lieutenant Hubert Gruber
Toby Adamson

General Von Schmelling
Steve Smith

Finally, after nearly two years of waiting,
Toby can finally say, “Welcome to René’s
café!” (but he’ll let René explain). Toby has
been in many Quince Player production
over the last 10 years. Most recently
Adventures In Pantoland. The last two
years have been a very long, and stressful
time for everyone, so Toby can’t wait to get
into his little tank and hopefully make you
laugh. Fingers crossed. And like Gruber,
Toby also likes going for picnics and
driving his little tank… although in his case,
it’s a Fiat Uno!

Steve is excited to be back on stage
with the Quince Players. Since joining
the society in 2011 he has appeared
in several shows in a variety of roles in
productions with the QP’s including The
Accused, Abigail’s Party, The 39 Steps and
Black Coffee. He has also enjoyed many
pantomimes starting with Cinderella, then
on to Wind in the Willows, Snow White and
the Seven Dwarfs, Jack and the Beanstalk,
Little Tommy Tucker and most recently this
year’s production of Adventures in Panto
Land. Like Von Schmelling Steve is always
trying to please his leader, in his case that
would be the wife!
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Cast

Pianist, German Solider
& Café Patron
Heather King
Pretending to play the piano has become
second nature to Heather, as one of her
first roles on the Cordes Hall stage was
as the grumpy Mrs Fraser in the Quince
Players’ production of the musical play
Steppin’ Out. Fortunately for the rest of the
cast, she is not a method actor so reprising
the role without the irascibility has been
reassuring. In this show, the (sadly unnamed) pianist has got to have a sense of
humour; Mrs Artois simply cannot sing in
tune and she has to attempt to accompany
Edith accordingly - a difficult task! That,
and dealing with the machinations of the
Resistance and the Germans in the café
without getting involved in a personally
perilous situation is the main challenge for
her. Although she cannot tickle the ivories
Heather would love to learn. That said
hopefully, there’s no stopping her tickling
the audience to make them laugh!
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THE

Come to the Dog & Partridge in Sunninghill for a pre-theatre dinner and have an
evening to remember. We’ll serve you a delicious meal, complemented with great
wines and of course, service that is second to none.

http://dogandpartridgesunninghill.co.uk / 01344 623204

01753 439000
www.nazcot.com

Nazcot Mortgage Advisors have generously offered to donate 25% of their commission
to the Quince Players if anyone engages their services as a result of seeing this advert.
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Scenes
ACT ONE
SCENE 1 - RENÉ’S CAFÉ
SCENE 2 - THE LARDER
SCENE 3 - COLONEL’S OFFICE
SCENE 4 - FLICK’S QUARTERS
SCENE 5 - RENÉ’S CAFÉ
SCENE 6 - THE LARDER
SCENE 7 - RENÉS CAFÉ

— INTERVAL —

ACT TWO
SCENE 1 - RENÉ’S CAFÉ
SCENE 2 - COLONEL’S OFFICE
SCENE 3 - FLICK’S QUARTERS
SCENE 4 - COLONEL’S OFFICE
SCENE 5 - RENÉ & EDITH’S BEDROOM
SCENE 6 - CINEMA
SCENE 7 - RENÉS CAFÉ
SCENE 8 - THE LARDER
SCENE 9 - RENÉ’S CAFÉ

MUSICAL NUMBERS
“I AM CALLED COQUETTE”
Music: David Croft – Lyric: Jeremy Lloyd
“FI-FI”
Music: David Croft – Lyric: Jeremy Lloyd
“ALLO ALLO TANGO”
Music: David Croft – Lyric: Jeremy Lloyd
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Cast List
In Order of Appearance
René Artois

Robin Newell

Flying Officer Carstairs

Quiller Rees

Flying Officer Fairfax

Simon Hurry

Edith Artois
Yvette Carte-Blanche
Michelle Dubois

Sue Bish
Jo Chapman
Sally Hurry

Mimi Labonq

Toria Bowker

Colonel Kurt Von Strohm

Simon Hurry

Private Helga Geerhart
Captain Alberto Bertorelli

Nick Teale
Quiller Rees

Herr Otto Flick

Oliver Nursey

The Pianist

Heather King

Officer Crabtree
Monsieur Roger LeClerc
Lieutenant Hubert Gruber
General Von Schmelling

Nick Teale
Dave Barker
Toby Adamson
Steve Smith

Important Information
Show Interval

There will be an interval of 20 minutes when drinks and ice creams will be available. Interval
drinks can be ordered in the bar before the show.

Safety Notice

Please take a moment to look around and note the location of the exits which may be
needed in case of an emergency. Please turn off all mobile phones.

Copyright Notice

For reasons of copyright, license and child protection, we respectfully remind the audience
that the use of cameras, audio, and video recording equipment (including mobile
phones) is strictly prohibited. Failure to comply will result in you being asked to leave the
auditorium. Thank you for your cooperation.
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Production Team
Director

Tracy Corbett

Production Assistant

Pauline Teale

Musical Director
Stage Manager

Kath de la Harpe
Allison Sharpe

Assistant Stage Manager

Anne Robinson

Backstage Crew

Andrew Darling

Properties
Lighting Team

Pauline Teale
Henley Theatre Services, Dave King

Sound

Patrick McCarthy

Choreography

Patrick McCarthy

Wardrobe
Make-up & Hair
Set Building
Front of House
Bar Management
		

Di Gosden, Heather King
Fiona Barker, Tracy Corbett
Simon Porter, and members of the Quince Players
Sally Hurry, assisted by members of the Quince Players
Jeff and Suzanne Sapsed, assisted by members of the
Quince Players

Box Office
Colin Keating, assisted by members of the Quince
		Players
Photography
Design & Artwork

Colin Keating, Bracknell Camera Club
Jaijo Design Ltd

Special Thanks...
A huge thank you to Spotlights Musical Theatre Group for allowing us to use their rehearsal
piano for our production of Allo Allo, it’s very much appreciated.
Thank you to Henley Theatre Services for designing our lighting plot for the show.
Thank you also to the Cordes Hall Management Committee for continuing to support our
society and our desire to produce the best productions possible.
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The Quince Players Proudly Present

A musical and poetic journey…

Life, Love, Heartache
& Hope
Composed and compiled by
David Perkins and Caroline Dooley

Friday 23rd and Saturday 24th
September 2022 @ 8pm
Tickets: £14
Cordes Hall, Sunninghill SL5 9NE
Exploring themes of adversity, strength and courage, choral
settings of classic poems from Shakespeare to Kipling are
performed live by The Loveday Singers. Composed during the
lockdowns of 2020-21, Songs of Heartache & Hope reminds us of
the resilience of the human spirit and how it can overcome the
worst that life can throw at us. QP soloist Tom Underwood will
also be performing.
In Life, Love, poems from the Romantic period, combined with
original music, take us on a biographical journey that spans a
lifetime. In the company of Wordsworth, Coleridge and their
contemporaries, wordless songs underscore the highs and lows
that meet us on every turn. Pianist David Perkins is joined by
members of the Sonore String Quartet and performer Caroline
Dooley to lead us in words and music on a colourful meander
from cradle to grave.

Visit our Website!
To find out what’s happening in the
Quince Players visit us at:

www.quinceplayers.com
On our website you’ll find details of:
• What shows are coming up
• How to book tickets
• How to join the Quince Players
• Quince Players’ social events
• and much, much more!
Or write to us and join our mailing
list by emailing:
quinceplayerspublicity@live.co.uk

“Our true intent is
all for your delight”

NODA
The Quince Players are affiliated to the National Operatic and Dramatic
Association (NODA):
15 The Metro Centre, Peterborough, Cambridgeshire PE2 7UH
Tel: 01733 374790 • www.noda.org.uk
Twitter: @NODAtweets • FB: NationalOperaticDramaticAssociation
NODA aims to give a shared voice to the amateur theatre sector and
provide leadership and advice to enable amateur societies to tackle
the challenges and opportunities of the 21st Century.
The Quince Players have won a number of awards from NODA for this
District - for productions, individual performances and scenic design.
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To join the
Quince Players...
To join the Quince Players,
please contact our Membership
Secretary, Jenny Faulkner-Hooper
on 07720 898394 or
jhooper258@btinternet.com

NEXT PRODUCTION

Life, Love,
Heartache & Hope
Composed and compiled by David
Perkins and Caroline Dooley

President

Mrs Lin Blakley

Vice Presidents

Mrs Jenny Brown
Mr Peter Fitzwater
Mr Kenneth Long
Mrs Marigold Matthews
Mrs Diana Mineck
Mrs Anne Robinson
Mr Michael Sargeant
Miss Mary Simpson
Mrs Betty Symonds
Mrs Mary Ward

Chairman
Mrs Sarah Matthews
Secretary

Mrs Allison Sharpe
Tel: 01344 625109

Treasurer
Mr Simon Hurry

Produced by Patrick McCarthy
SHOW DATES
Friday 23rd & Saturday 24th
For further information please
contact Allison Sharpe on
allison@asamail.co.uk
07881 640600

www.quinceplayers.com

